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Work in the field 

My research stands at the cross-road of immigration sociology and military sociology. The objective is 
to understand the motivations and characteristics of the decision to enroll into the military that the 
French  of  an  immigrant  background  make  in  contemporary  times.  One  of  the  most  common 
characteristics of the French army, as well as of many other militaries in the world, is its intention to 
represent the nation; hence, there is a need that it would become more inclusive of its population. In 
practice, this intention translates into a diversification of the sociological profile of the armed forces. In 
addition to increased female representation within the troops, a growing number of young people of an 
immigrant background have been enrolling in the army on a time-limited contract and/or for military 
careers. My research analyses the social trajectories and ‘life experiences’ of the men and women of an 
immigrant background, mostly second generation immigrants, who enroll in the French army. For this, 
I  employ  qualitative  research  methods,  that  is,  participant  observation  within  the  army and  semi-
structured in-depth individual interviews with my participants. The purpose is to elicit my participants’ 
perceptions  and  experiences  of  the  French  army and  of  the  nation,  as  they  relate  to  their  socio-
economic conditions and to wider social-economic and political national and international migratory 
contexts. This includes an investigation of the question of national allegiance and patriotism, and a 
critical insight into the postcolonial legacy among these new militaries.

Besides  addressing a research  gap  in French  sociology – that  is,  the sociology of  the army – my 
dissertation  provides  insight  into  contemporary  military  dynamics,  as  they  are  informed  by  wider 
demographic and socio-economic transformations in French society. An informed perspective on the 
way issues of ethnicity, religion, culture, and economic conditions intertwine to shape the experiences 
of  the  army  and  of  the  nation  among  the  French  of  an  immigrant  background  is  essential  for 
understanding issues of national allegiance and their implications for the state. 

• Public Policy
• War Studies
• Islamic studies
• Sociology/ Political Science
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Teaching in the field:
Introduction to sociology: Institute for European Studies, Paris
Sociology of immigration: International Institute of Islamic Thought, Paris
Islamic studies : International Institute of Islamic Thought, Paris

Website:
http://www.ceri-sciences-po.org/cerifr/cherlist/doctorant/settoul.php

Interests in the field:

Impact  of  the  ethnical  diversity  of  the  military  institution  during  the  conflict  situations, 
Christianity, war and peace, Islam, war and peace, Judaism, war and peace, War and peace 1800 
CE  –  2000  CE,  Inter-cultural  dialogue  in  conflict  situations,  Islamophobia,  Truth  and 
reconciliation processes, Role of religious, Conflicts involving religion in the Middle East, The 
impact of war on religions.  
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