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Work in the field  
 
I work on post-conflict reconstruction of religious/sacred cultural heritage. My two 
primary regions of interest are Croatia and Cambodia. I am interested in how 
conservators approach the reconstruction of monuments of this type in post-conflict 
situations and am exploring whether or not conservation becomes a continuation of 
war by other means. Acts of rebuilding and restoring (or lack thereof) are as symbolic 
as the destruction that necessitated them. Restorers and conservationist-officials of the 
state are in a position to shape memory explicitly as they see fit. The current theories 
on reconstruction of heritage are derived from a Western processulalist perspective 
which primarily values sites for their architectural and historical values, and sees 
conservation as a 'neutral', 'scientific' act. The dominant paradigm in force in post-
conflict reconstruction holds that heritage is of ‘universal value’ and its reconstruction 
aids the processes of democratization and reconciliation. There is a sense that 
reconstruction is a vital key to enable society to return to a ‘state of normalcy’ -- to 
recover what was lost. This research seeks to problematize this paradigm. 
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Teaching in the field 
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Weblink 
 
http://www.arch.cam.ac.uk/~bab30/publications.html 
 
Interests in the field 

Christianity, war and peace (Serbian Orthodox and Catholic) 
Buddhism, war and peace 
Indigenous religion, war and peace  
(indigenous Khmer beliefs which have been fused with Buddhism) 
Ancient religions (Christianity and Buddhism) 
War and peace 500 BCE – 500 CE 
War and peace 1800 CE – 2000 CE 
Role of religious actors in conflict and peace-making 
Conflicts involving religion in Asia 
Genocide 
Civilians/non-combatants 
The impact of war on religions 


