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Work in the field  
 
I am interested in the psychological functions that religious and political belief 
systems fulfill and the responses that individuals and groups adopt when those beliefs 
are threatened. One of the effects of threat that I am interested in investigating is the 
reduction in the complexity level in which people think about important issues, and 
more importantly, the reduction in complexity of self, in-group and out-group 
representation that follows ideological threat. The contribution of group prestige and 
individual and group based self-evaluation interest me in their capacity to moderate 
the interaction between threat and reduction in complexity. Since the complexity level 
of the communications of political elites is a good predictor of the intensification of 
conflicts and even war, this research has potentially important implications in the field 
of war and its relationship to religious belief systems. 
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Interests in the field 

Islam, war and peace  
Judaism, war and peace  
Inter-cultural dialogue in conflict situations  
Role of religious actors in conflict and peace-making   
Conflicts involving religion in the Middle East    
Civilians/non-combatants       

 


