
Following the 9/11 attacks by Al-Qa’ida, President Bush declared 

war on terror. In the succeeding years, Western governments have 

struggled to find the right way to respond to the new and deadly 

threat posed by terrorism. With the election of President Obama 

the rhetoric has softened and policies have been adjusted but the 

underlying problems and challenges remain the same. Meanwhile, 

the war on terrorism in Afghanistan has been intensified. Drawing 

on just war teaching as developed within both Christian and Muslim 

traditions, this book examines whether, and how, liberal democracies 

can combat the new global terrorism both effectively and justly.  
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‘Terrorism is the major threat facing many countries in the world and it is vital that we think clearly about the 
best way in which it can be countered, not just from a practical but also a moral point of view. I believe this 
book, with distinguished contributors, drawing on a wide range of experience and expertise, helps us greatly
in this task.’ – Richard Harries, Lord Harries of Pentregarth

‘Countering terrorism is crucial for us all. This joint Christian–Muslim response is both a valuable reminder of 
that fact and a source of specialist analysis and good advice.’ – Right Honourable Sir Malcolm Rifkind QC, MP, 
former Foreign Secretary and Secretary of State for Defence

‘An essential read of both Muslim and Christian views for anyone interested in defeating the threat of terrorism 
that advances an extreme religious interpretation of events – our primary security concern.’
 – General Sir Rupert Smith, Former Deputy Supreme Allied Commander in NATO and author of The Utility 
of Force
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